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such was the havoc wrought by fever and dysentery. It has been
estimated that during the first year while battle casualties
accounted for a death-roll of only 3.5 per cent, no less than
45 per cent of the troops died of disease, and the chief victims
were the Europeans.
The Burmese army under Bandula began operations by
crossing the Naaf and routing a small detachment of Company's
troops. The news of the British capture of Rangoon, however,
put a stop to this campaign. Two successive generals, the Thonba
Wungyi and the Kyi Wungyi, failed to retake the city, and
Bandula had to be recalled and directed south to drive the
invaders into the sea. Such indeed was his expectation as he
marched on Rangoon with 60,000 men and a considerable
artillery train. His two main attacks, delivered early in Dec-
ember 1824, were so severely repulsed that his army began to
disintegrate and he was forced to beat a hasty retreat with
7000 picked troops to Danubyu. Rapid arrivals of reinforce-
ments enabled Sir Archibald Campbell to organize a field
force with Prome as its objective. On i April, 1825, while
attempting to hold Danubyu, Bandula was killed in action. His
whole army thereupon retired in disorder, leaving the British to
push on unhampered to Prome, where they went into canton-
ments in preparation for the next rainy season.
While these operations were in progress, two other cam-
paigns began with the Burmese capital as their ultimate objec-
tive. Early in 1825 Mrohaung was taken and soon afterwards
Cheduba and Sandoway occupied. But it was found impractic-
able to transport an army across the Arakan Yoma, and the
further plan had to be abandoned. In the north the Burmese
were driven from Cachar, which they had again invaded, and
it was hoped to follow them up through Manipur. But the
mountainous country and torrential rains forced the abandon-
ment of this campaign also. Later on the exiled raja, Gambhir
Singh, assisted by British officers, systematically freed his
country, but the plan of an expedition was given up. There
were also operations in Assam, which cleared the Burmese out
of that country, and presented the British with many new
problems of frontier administration.
Bandula's death and the British occupation of Prome caused